THE WARHINGTO

nervously lice at the precinct to which

ICKING my we they

through a group of man- took me agreed to this, but after

1otect s last :

le-laden detective the test was startea, I heard him

g, 1 reac h- > >
whisper to one of n:s men to bring

of Chase's

him the locks for another cell.
Ir. Harry Hou- § X
“Naturally 1 objected to any

change and he became most offen-
1 dis« my identit and men-

sive in his

mannar., He told me

his orders were to lock me up and

keep me there, and intimated that

if I was afraid I could pass the thing

up and take the consequences. 1 re-

monstrated with hun and told him

to remember that I was not a erim-

inal. That I had come to him of

my own accord and deserved the

courtesy due an equal. But he could

it, and continued his brutal

threatening attitude

“Then I lost my head and went

ahead recklessly,

I know now that

was foelish to do so, for my rep

tion is well established in ev-

large city in t!

world, and 1 did
not need the Washington test Of

urse, I was endangering my rep-

ntation in

submitting to a

change

ex ol locks, for if they had got me b

ny means whatever, my standing

lid have been baddy damaged
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Examined critically the imposing stack of police admissions
to defeat at the hands of Houdini.

ways do in tne cities I the test as severe as possible, they

ed m the chance to tl gave me an absolutely square
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But 1 made the condi teous treatment. Since my return

ways insist on that I should to the United States 1 have broken

cell i1 ch they intended out of stationhouses in New York,

lacing me and examine the locks Brooklyn, Rochester, Buffalo, De-
to be u The lieutenant of po- troit, and Baltimore, but it has re-

AN CURRSINING

mained for Washington to treat me
like a comnion malefactor.”

“I gather that you are not favor-
ably impressed by the Capital po-
lice,” 1 observed.

“The fact that my wife {8 present
prevents me from telling you ex-
actly what I do think of that lieu-
tenant and his assistants,” he repli-
ed. “You can probably guess what
I would say if she were not in the

“Tell me something about your-

self,” I suggested. “How did you
break into vaudeville?”
“I started in the show business

when 1 was a youngster, but my

mother took me out and apprenticed

me to a locksmith. That is where

I got my -first knowledge of the

weakness of locks. 1

discovered

nmethod of opening them which I

kept to myself. One day the sheriff

of the town brought in a prisoner

handcuffed and asked my employer

to remove the manacles as the key
had been broken. T was told to file
them off and set to work. Tle
sheriff and my empioyer went out

to get a drink and left me at work.

The steel was very tough and I

made practically no progress at (he
filing. Then it occurred to me to
open the lock by means of my secret
process. [ did so without difficulty,
but in doing so, of course, I gave the
secret away (o the prisones He is
the only person in the wor:
how 1

locks, and 1 have never heard from

Loside

my wife who knows open

him since. 1 became tired of the
locksmith business and ran away

with a circuas. tricks

was escaping from ropes that had

One of my

been bound sround my arms. On

one occasion a sheriff in ihe audi-

ence t(old me that if he put his

handeuffs on me T couldn't get
away. | took a look at them and
decided I could. He locked them on
and Im twenty minutes I was free.~

That started me in the line | now
follow.”

“Why did you go abroad?”

“To g% a

get into

reputation I tried to

vaudeville here, but 1

couldn't make it go. 1 was practi-

cally starving—living in garrets

while traveling around giving ex-

hibitions I offered to give the ex-
hibition on the vaudeville circuit foi
$40 a week, but I was turned down.
Now I get a thousand. I saw I had

no chance in this country so I

seraped up a little money and took
a chance at London. Manager Siater,
of the London

vaudeville house,

gave me several private trials and
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then agreed to sign

a contract with
me if 1 could break out of Scotland
Yard. The detectives ihere had no

fears about my getting away and

used easy locks. When I was ready
I just shook the doors and walked
out. After that I had nothing but
big successes all over Europe.’

He produced his scrap book and
showed me his clippings They are

undouabtedly a remarkable collec-

tion. The conservative London pa-
pers and periodicals not only gave
him unlimited space, but ran politi-
cal cartoons based on his handcuff
abilities.

The same 15 true of the

German papers. And Houdini does
not seemed to be affected by the no-
toriety he has achieved. He is quite
modest and unaffected.

“You would give the police a
tough time if you saould turn erim-

inal,” 1 observed

“There's no doubt about that,” he

said, with a smile However, there

is no danger. | make all the money

I want honestly.”

“The secret of vodr power lies in
the fact that vou are probably the
most expert locksmith in the world,
does it not?” I inquired.

“Practically, yes. I can open the

ordinary handcuff by simply rap-

ping it on the floor. 1 understand

the mechanism so thoroughly that I
know just how to tap it to make it
ly open. For such easy tricks 1
don’t mind allowing the spectators
have

to watch me. It is when 1

something very difficuit to perform
thac [ retire into my ‘Ghost House’
‘O Dreserve my secret,

“De yuvu meet

many people who

‘see it a}””

“Oh, yes, in every audience. There
is always some one to cry ‘fake.” But
there is no fake about it. I can
open locks, that's all.”

I rose to go with genuine regret.

&oudini is an entertalning talker.
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And ail ti m 1 dream?:
Can T mistaks r was e
1 saw fir f ios
weave
Was it this morn that from his sphere
of
Liove stooped ¢ name?
Surely no music or of f r bird
Like the child's afterngon
I heard!
Through what meridiar of light you
fare,
Oh, lovely life, and through what stress
Ve
My wo Lhis air!
—Harriet Prescoit Spoofford 1 Cen-
tury.



